Thursday, May 22, 2003
Joshua 24:1 – 33

Joshua recounted the story of their lives under God’s loving care. Then he challenged the Israelites to choose whether they would serve the Lord.  After listening to all that the Lord had done for them, how could they decide to do anything but serve Him?  Have you ever done what Joshua did with the people of Israel? Have you ever recounted all of the blessings with which God has filled your life?


Sometimes in the business of everyday living, we forget that the successes that we enjoy are not due to our wonderful talents, but to the goodness and grace of our God. Spending time to recount His presence in our lives reminds us of this.  In our 20/20 hindsight we can often see that God was at work in our situations and that He worked things out for our good, even at times when we thought that everything was falling apart. We are reminded that all of those possessions that we count as ours really aren’t ours, but they are God’s and we are blessed that He allows us to care for them and use them wisely. 

We know that God’s goodness to us is not based on how well we do, or how perfect we can be. It is not even based on whether we can follow His law. What God has done in our lives, and what He did in the lives of the Israelites, is based on His love and mercy toward us through Christ. Though there were consequences for the people of God to face if they rebelled against Him, it did not mean that His love departed from the nation. He would always and will always love His children. How can we but return that love in gratitude for His loving kindness toward us in Christ?


Note that Joseph’s request from Genesis 50:24 was fulfilled around the time of Joshua’s death. Joseph also was buried in the promised land. The second most powerful man in Egypt had at last settled in his new homeland.

Tomorrow we begin the book of Judges. It will tell the story of over 300 years of Israel’s history.
